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This was due to a variety of causes : the continued growth
of communalism as a mode of thinking and feeling; the
propaganda and activities of the Muslim League (the League
has been the beneficiary of most of the Congress's recent
Muslim losses) ; and the Congress's own lack of a radically
progressive programme. Of course, these three factors,
interacting with each other, were symptoms of one funda-
mental tendency: the desperate and very powerful drive of
the reactionary forces in India and Britain to obviate radical
social change. The crisis came and was breaking up the
previous united front of conservatives, liberals, and progres-
sives that used to form Congress strength. Now, class
alignments were becoming more clear and decisive.
Of the three factors, we are here concerned only with
the last. The Congress lost Muslim support, as it lost much
other support, because it was not progressive enough.
The Congress is essentially a bourgeois organization.
Virtually all its leaders are middle-class. Its activities have
benefited primarily the middle class. A goodly portion of
its financial backing is provided by the big industrialists. At
one time the interests of almost all classes within India could
be subsumed under the leadership (anti-imperialist) of the
haute bourgeoisie. This became no longer true. The social
crisis became sufficiently acute that the middle classes were
afraid of radicalism of any kind, lest any change bring
socialism. Gandhi represents many groups, but in a social
crisis he represents the upper bourgeois, as has been
repeatedly demonstrated. There have been within the
Congress leadership many persons more socially progressive
than he ; by 1940-41 they were safely out of the way in
government prisons. Gandhi has expressed the capitalist
fear of a socialist revolution, in the event of a successful
nationalist one, at various times. For example, he said in
October 1939: u If to day the British leave India, the
Punjabees from the Punjab and Gurkhas from the East will
destroy the country. If therefore there could be anyone
desirous of maintaining the supremacy of the British in India,
it can only be the Congress"6. He said at the beginning